[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]MEDIA ADVISORY (issue before event)
Photo / filming / interview opportunity
[insert] CANOE CLUB TO CLEAN UP [insert waterway] 

WHAT:
A team of more than [insert] club member volunteers will spend [insert date and time] cleaning plastic pollution and junk from the much loved [insert waterway]. 
The environmental enthusiasts will paddle from [insert Canoe Club] and head along the [insert waterway], collecting as much junk as they can along the way before it travels downstream and out to sea causing untold damage.
The volunteers will be in a variety of craft from open canoes to stand up paddleboards enabling them to reach junk in places on the water where others are unable to. They  will be kitted up with pickers, gloves and sacks.
WHERE: 
Starting at [insert full postal address] the group will then paddle along the [insert river name] until they reach [insert].  
WHEN: 
[insert day month time]. The group will meet at the Canoe Club at around [insert] with a view to getting on the water around [insert] .

WHO: 
[insert] Canoe Club. Event organiser [insert name] will be available for interview on the day via the details below.
WHY: 
[insert] Canoe Club is affiliated to British Canoeing. British Canoeing launched its Access and Environment Charter ‘Clear Access Clear Waters’ in Westminster last year championing the case for fair shared sustainable open access to inland waterways.  As part of the Clear Access Clear Waters campaign, British Canoeing is pledging to continue to protect and improve the health of our rivers, addressing plastic in our waterways and highlighting the positive impact accessing our waterways can have for the environment.
It is really important to stop plastics and other junk journeying along our rivers and reaching our oceans causing untold damage. The plastic does not biodegrade, instead it breaks down into smaller pieces which stay in our environment forever and at this stage it becomes impossible to remove. Fish and other creatures then mistake the plastic particles for food, eat it; plastic is then in our food chain. The impact on human health is unknown. Birds and other wildlife can become entangled often leading to death.
Previous paddle cleanups have removed sack fulls of the usual suspects including plastic water bottles, drinks cans and fast food packaging and some rather unusual items including [insert items]. 

[insert name] [Canoe Club says [insert why it is important for your club to clean your local waterways]
Chantelle Grundy Access and Environment Officer at British Canoeing says ‘The paddle cleanup highlights the amazing work paddlers do on a regular basis to deal to help with this environmental crisis and support our vision for fair, shared and sustainable open access on water; and our commitment to protecting the environment’.



ENDS
For more information please contact [insert] 
About [insert] Canoe Club
Founded in [insert], [insert] Canoe Club is based in the historic city of [insert] alongside the [insert].

It is primarily a [insert] club, and hopes to encourage as many people as possible to enjoy the pleasure of paddling, whatever their age or experience.  

The club is run by the members as a Community Amateur Sports Club (CASC) and all club coaches are British Canoeing qualified.
​
About British Canoeing
Nationally around 1.9 million people go paddling each year.
British Canoeing is the national governing body for paddlesports in the UK.
British Canoeing  is the national governing body for paddlesport.
Key ambition of British Canoeing’s strategic plan Stronger Together is to ‘improve access on and along inland waterways promoting responsible access and environmental awareness’
In November 2017 Clear Access Clear Waters Charter launched to:
· Champion the case for fair shared sustainable open access on all waterways in England
· Act to protect and improve the health of our rivers
· Inspire more people to be active outdoors – reconnecting them with their environment
British Canoeing believes the outdoors should be open to sustainable unpowered pursuits for enjoyment, learning, health and exploration enabling the public to enjoy health and well-being.

